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About Al Siraaj (The Guiding Light)

The House of Jumaa and Obaid bin Thani in Dubai hosts a themed exhibition
within different rooms, called ‘Al Siraaj’ (The Guiding Light), so named after
one of the characteristics of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as
the universal guiding light to humanity, showing the path to success in the
Hereafter.

Jumaa and Obaid bin Thani House is one of the first houses of Al Shindagha
Area in Dubai, and Al Shindagha area is the first settlement of Dubai. It was
builtin 1916 of maritime stones and gypsum, thus reflecting the prosperity of
the region at that time due to the flourishing pearl trade.

Different themes about Islamic culture in the light of the Noble Qur’an are
showcased within different sections of the house using illustrative posters
and 3D CGI animations on screens and projectors. Multi-lingual staff and tour
guides are also available to answer questions if necessary. The house also has
a beautiful exhibition called ‘Arabic Calligraphy Through Time, exhibiting the
history and evolution of Arabic calligraphy and its different types.

Apart from the themed visual displays at Jumaa and bin Thani’s House, there
are other interactive activities like talk shows on the stage, quiz programs
based on the posters and animations displayed in the house, which allows
visitors to win prizes worth thousands of Dirhams. The visitors can get free
booklets and books on the religious values of the UAE in various languages like
Arabic, German, French, English, Spanish, Tagalog, Urdu, Hindi and Chinese to
name a few. One can also get free copies of the translation of the meaning of
the Noble Qur’an in a few languages.

Visitors and tourists who wish to enrich their knowledge of this region can do
no better than to treat themselves by visiting the Obaid and Juma bin Thani’s
House along with the Heritage Village

For more information on ‘Al Siraaj’ please contact:
Tel: (2403339 (4 971+

Email: info@al-siraaj.com

www.al-siraaj.com

‘How to Be a Mobile Islamic Exhibit’ Workshop

‘Islamic Culture at a Glance’ book is a collection of more than sixty posters
exhibited in Al-Siraaj Islamic Exhibition in Dubai. The book after securing the
permission from Al-Siraaj management has been designed instructionally to
train and develop a reasonably English-speaking Muslims

It is also a beautiful timely book that could be given to a non-Muslim as a gift
due to its Islamic concise and focused messages

The workshop facilitation is conducted to participants through applying
the powerful magical recipe “The Ladder of communication” based on
Jigsaw activity (see steps below) to acquire a reasonable level of English
communicative competency to present Islam effectively to others either in
exhibits, Mosque with tours, dialogue and presenting Islam centers or life in
general.

This workshops is one of the activities of a -36hour overall program called
Effective Islamic English Cross-Cultural Communication Program (EIECC
program) written by the instructional designer of this book to develop leaders
in the field of cross-cultural communication who could present Islamic Culture
clearly and effectively to other cultures. (For more information about the
program go to my site www.dawahmemo.com/eng/)

Every trainee or participant in the workshop is supposed to adhere to all the
steps of the “The Communication Ladder (Team Jigsaw Exercise)” to achieve
workshop’s goal. Every poster will need a minimum of 4 hours to 6 hours
maximum to digest and spontaneously and effectively present the poster
theme without referring to any text.

The premise is to develop participants to be act like mobile Islamic Culture
Exhibits or said differently Islamic Exhibits on the move to present Islam with
impact to all.




The Communication Ladder (Jigsaw Team Exercise)

Facilitators are to adhere to the steps in the ladder for successful outcome.

Choose an article that interests you.

Read the article silently and thoroughly.

Seek assistance from your team.

Summarize the article.

Read the article aloud.

Revise the summary.

Reflect over the summary

Practice the summary with your fellow team member.

9. Listen attentively to your colleague.

10. Present the summary to the teams.

11. After workshop assignment (Apply the same for another set of posters
on your own or with a self-directed team)

12. Document your work as a reference.

© NV A WN =

Note: Have this English Communication Meal at least 3
times a week to cover three posters enabling you to present
effectively three concise messages.

olwlyoypeild dongellUeal

JigaJl Yy &96g0

www.eDialogue.org

o\l jla &oqg0

www.islamhouse.com

ALWYI (s &5g.0

www.islamreligion.com

D
«
EAN
Jlgall

[ Jsal | I

( uUlsuD )

: You . :
e Gg.c | aghnally sLiyylg gl giglsil sl eDialogueC @ Jlgal A jSro0

sacosoo00 EFEERERNGERRRED www.eDialogueC.com




C ontent s

Islamic Basic Beliefs

What Is Islam And Who Are MUSIIMS?.......ooeiii e 6
What Are The Pillars Of FAith?........c.oooiiiiii i 8
What Are The Pillars OF ISIam? ........ooiiii e 10
Do Muslims Believe In All The Prophets Send To Mankind? .............cccoovviviieiiiiiiiceeec 12
Which Beliefs Are Rejected By ISIam? .......oiiiiiiii i 14
What IS The BIGGEST SIN? ...ttt 16
What Is The Islamic Source Other Than The QUI'AN? ......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiecee e 18
Has The QUI'an Been PreSEIVEA? ........cc.ooiiiiiiiiii et 20

Islam & Knowledge

The Most Important KNOWIEAGE. ........c.oiiiiiiii it 24
SCENCE ANG ISIAM ...t 26
INFIUENCE ON TR WEST ...t 28
Islam The Religion Of KNOWIEAGE.........c..cviiiiiiie e 30
The Status Of Those Who Seek KNOWIEAGE .......eiuiiiiiiiiie e 32
The Heirs Of The PrOPRetS. .. ....ociiiiii i 34
Muslim Civilization And KNOWIEAGE .......c.eiuiiiiiiii i 36
Knowledge Without Action & Concealing Knowledge... "
Education & UPDIiNGiNg.......c.oiiiiiiiii e

Benefits Of Teaching Knowledge

Employment ...................

Mapping The World

The Medicine Of Prophet MOhammMed ............cocuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et 48
Barjeel - Traditional Wind TOWET ..........c.oiiiiiiie e 54

Social Issues

Family Planning...............

Marriage In Our Society

Why Is The Family So Importance To MUSIIMS? ........ocooiiiiiiiiiicee e 62
Rights Of The Parents - The Child’s DULIES .........ccveoiiiieiieee e 64
Rights OF ChIlAreN ... 66
The Muslims View Of Elderly And Death .........ccccooiiiiiiiiii i 68
Neighbourly Relations IN ISIam..........coiiiiii e 70
Behaviour Towards REIIVES. .........c..iiiii i 72

Islamic Culture At Glance

C ontents

Manners & Etiquettes

Modesty And Social INtEraCtion ...........ccuiiiiiiii i 76
Manners Of Interacting With OThers ..........c.ooiiiiiiiiicce e 78
Etiquettes Of The HOSt & THE GUEST ..........cviiiiiieie e 80
MaNNEIS Of GrEETING ... ettt 82
MaNNErs Of SPEECH ... 84
Manners Of Seeking Permission TO ENTET.........cuiiiiiiiieii s 86
Manners Of Visiting The SICK.......viiiiiiiii i 88
Etiquettes Of Meeting Of OThers.........c.ooiiiiiiiii e 90
Manners Of Eating ANd DINKING «.....oovieiiic e 92
Manners Of AdornmMent AN ATHIE ... ...coiii e 94
MaNNErs Of TraVeIIING ... et 96
The Ka'bah

What IS The Ka'Dah ... e 100
Construction By IDrahim........oi i 102
Dimension Of The Ka'bah .......c.iiiii e 104
HAJE “E= ASWAT ...t
Magam-E-lbrahim

Zamzam

The Origin Of The Zamzam Well ........c.oiiiiiii e
Measurements Of The Well Of Zamzam

The Re-Discovery Of The Zamzam Well ............cocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiccece e

Etiquettes Of Drinking Of Zamzam
BENETItS ZAMZAM ....oeiie e

Women Status In Islam

Protection Of WOMEN ...ttt
KiNANESS TO WOMEN ...ttt
Who Is Superior, Man Or Women?........
IS WOMEN BlameWOTrTNY? ... .c.oiiiiiiiii e 136
Birth Of A Girl....oooec e
Rights Of A Wife.........

Rights Of A Husband
The Right TO POSSESS PrOPEITY ......eiiiieiiie ettt 144

Islamic Culture At Glance




Islamic Basic Beliefs




What Is Islam & Who Are Muslims?
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What Are The Pillars Of Islam ?

ISLAM

The declaration of faith

To bear witness that there is none
worthy of worship except Allah, and
that Muhammed is the messenger of
Allah.

Prayers !
To offer prayers (Salah) five times'a
day as a duty towards Allah. Prayers
strengthen and enliven the beliefin
Allah and inspire a Muslim to a
higher morality. .

A person’s|Isle deficient withott: =
any of the'above pillars.
e S
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Do Muslims Believe In All The —
Prophets Sent To Mankind?

1 MOSLIMS .
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WHICH BELIEFS ARE

REJECTED
BY [SLAM:

Believing in a god that who created
everything and then settled to take
well earned rest

Believing that Allah has a son

Believing that two or more gods per-
formed their godly acts together

Believing that Allah needs assis-
tants and courtiers in order to
function efficiently

Believing that everything on the
earth is a part of Allah himself

Believing in Allah but not accepting
that he is the sole sustainer of the
universe

Believing that if Allah is very
pleased with one of his creatures,
he absorbs that person into himself
so that the worshipper is now part
of the worshipped.

Islam rejects all these principles

= because Allahiis Unique and cannot\, |
Believing that Allah managed to be compared to/His creation or VA

splinter himselfinto many thou- iven the qualities offHis creatign.
sands of gods, each with its own ¥ . 3 %

scope of WOrk = \[o Allah says “There is flothing liké. 7/
> \ unto Him, and He is the All-L Garér,
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WHAT IS THE
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biggest sin is o associate a pari- — IN
ner with Allah. This is called SHITK. 20 N L LN 5

in the Arabic language.
The following are the major forms
of Shirk:

Shirk in Allah’s person: This is to &
give someone else the same -

status as Allah.

Example: The belief that Allah has _
Ft I R e T

Shirk in Allah's attributes: Thisis .~ S S S  lM IS S DS A S S
o give someone else the guali-
s el @ gl areta i e e AR I
Example: To think that someone
ISYUSEESHNCIGHURASTAIIIIEEE. g

S dhetcdpaiiticsAlIGIEER. A R T
is capable of doing things, which -
are unique to him because he is
the lord of the universe. To imag-
ine that someone else can also

PERCADADICORSUGHRIMTIOSHSTNEE 8
Shirk. Example: To say that some-
icolenihaniAllaicANIGIedIesis Nl  ~
and provide for his creatures, gL
bless their efforts with success or 2 T
punish them with loss S
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Wbat 18 tbe
SLAMIC SOURCE
I ]\gyer tfyan the s

UR'AN

The Messenger of Allah 3% said: "l have
left among you two things; you will.neyer go
astray as long,as you hold'fastito. them: the
Book-of-Allah and my Sunnah! "+ "

The Qur'an is the word of Allah, which was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. : and
recorded by his companions. Apart from the
Qur'an, his companions also preserved
whatever he uttered or did. This is generally
known as Sunnah.

The Sunnah includes the sayings of the
Prophet j—gg commonly known as Hadeeth.

18 Islamic Culture At Glance

_{]adeeth originally means news, a tale;a

T-story, a talk or a report. In the context of

Islamic studies, technically it denotes the
report of the Words, deeds and approval

" or disapproval of Prophet Muhammed “5

It.is very similar to Sunnah; a Sunnahis a
behavioral concept, while Hadeeth is the
words uttered by the Prophet i or narra-
tion of his behavior. Both are interlinked
and sometimes identical.

The Quran and the Sunnah fall'under a
common title "wahy” (i.e. revelation or in-
spiration); the difference between the two
is that the Qur'an is the speech of Allah
and a revelation which is recited in the
formal prayers (salah) while the Sunnah
is not recited in the formal prayers.

An example of the Sunnah is, Prophet
Muhammed: *"J'" said, ‘The best of the be-
lievers in falth are those who are best in
morals, and the best among them are

What Is The Islamic Source

Other Than The Qur'an ?

Islamic Culture At Glance 4



Has The Qur’an Been Preserved ? (

of Prophet
Muhammed the first Caliph
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the Prophet assembled all the |
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Islam & Knowledge




The Most Important Knowledge (

- - LOPWHOM YA

givenawealth

& 4
e ol L e T

24 % Islamic Culture At Glance Islamic Culture At Glance o5



Science And Islam (
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1 Influence On The West
[NELUENC!

ON THE

WE ST

The oldest university in the
world which is still function-
ing is the eleven hundred
year-old Islamic university of
Fez, Morocco, known as the
Qarawiyyin. This old tradition
of Islamic learning influenced
the West greatly thro ugh

often wrote in Arabic. As a
result ofthe.se translaho S
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30

Islam is the religion
of knowledge. The

Islamic Culture At Glance

that Laa ilaaha ill-Allah

(none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah), and
ask forgiveness for your
errors, and also for (the errors
of) believing men and believ-

ing women”

[Quran: Muhammad:19]

Islam The Religion Of Knowledge

Islamic Culture At Glance
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The Status Of Those Who Seek Knowledge

The scholars occupy a noble
status in Islam, and which is
higher than the position of
others in this world and'in the
Hereafter. Allah says:

“Allah will exalt in degree those
of you who believe, and those
who have been granted knowl-"
edge” .

[Quran: Al-Mujaadilah 58:11]

5 AI-Zurnar 9] ':

e who have knowledge are
the quickest of people to under-
stand the truth and believe in it:
- “And that those who have been
given knowledge may know that
it (this Quran}is the truth from

30 Islamic Culture At Glance Islamic Culture At Glance 33




The Heirs Of The Prophets

tiie Islamic schol-
iTesProphets and

AR
ULl

WITOEVETEd

SHIdIes
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Muhammed SO said: -\
T0lloWS di patimITFIIE PUrSUit o
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Muslim Civilization And Knowledge

Islamic Culture At Glance 37




Goncealmg
Knowledge
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EDGE

There is no geodness in knowl-
edge which'is not confirmed by
action, or words which are not
confirmed by deeds.

Allah the Most High says:

-0 you who believel Why do you
say that whichiyou do nol do?
Most hateful'it is with Allah that
you say that which you do not do”
[Quran: Al-Saff : 2-3]

“Verily, those who conceal the
clear proofs, evidences and the
guidance, whichiWe have sent
down, atter We hiave made it clear
for the peopleiin the Book; they
are the onesicursed by Allah and
cursed by the cursers. Except
those who'repent and do righ=
teous deeds, and openly declare
(the truth which they concealed).
These, | will accept their repen-
tance: And [ am the OneWho:
dcceplsirepentance; e Mast”'hf
Mercirtl” -
lolﬂféﬁ E Baqarah 2:159- 1601

Knowledge Without Action &

Concealing Knowledge

e
"
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Education & Upbringing

Parents are duty-bound
kindness and justice to th iughters, The
id “Whosoever
brings up well two daug
le and | will come on the De
s (and he pointed with
ﬂ'lel')."
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Benefits Of Teaching Knowledge

BENEFITS

Prophet Muhammed

said: "When a man

his deeds come to an end
except for three = an ongo-
ing charity, beneficial knowl-
- righteou

tracting from their burden in
the slightest” :
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With regard to the woman's right to seek employment,
it should be stated first that Islam regards her role in
society as a mother and a wife as the most sacred
and essential one. Neither maids nor baby sitters can
possibly take the mother's place as the educator of an
upright, complex-free, and carefully-reared child. Such
a noble and vital role, which largely shapes the future
of nations, cannot be regdrded as idleness.

However, there is no dei
women from seeking er
necessity for it, especia
nature best and in whi
Examples of these pr
(especially children), m
table work. .

tee in Islam that forbids

' nt whenever there is a
tions which fit her

y needs her most.

ire nursing, teaching
nd social and chari-
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Mapping The World

rich he produced chartlng previ:
usly undocumented territories, the
‘accuracy of which were unrivalled.
‘He plotted the entire continents of
‘Europe, Asia and Africa, north of the
‘Equator two centuries before Marco
Polo. He was so remarkable that he
was nicknamed the strobe of the
Arabs. He described continents
joined at Suez and identified
mountain ranges including the
Mountains of the Moon, and the
source of the Nile in present day
‘Uganda. He also determined the cir-
cumference of the earth to be about
23,000 miles (it is actually about
25,000 miles). Apart from the distin-
ished geographers and mapmak-
s, professional Muslim tourists

so contributed their knowledge by
wdmg detailed accounts Ofthe- -
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e PROPH ET)
MUHAMMED

The Prophet ;
‘There is no disease that
Allah has created, except
that He also has created
its treatment.”

More than 1400 years
ago many cures for the
human body were pre
scribed by the Quran «
Prophet Muhammed
most of which have be

discovered by modern Sci-

ence only recently.

!

Islamic Culture At Glance

PART 1 4(

OLIVE

Allah the Exalted says:
“l swear by the Fig and
| swear by the Olive”
[Quran: Al-Teen: 1]

Abu Hurairah narrates
that the Prophet &
said “Eat the olive oil
and apply it (locally),
since there is cure for
seventy diseases in it,

one of them is Leprosy.”

Innumerable uses and
cures have been report-
ed for centuries with
Olive and Olive Oil by
researchers, scientists
and doctors.

The Medicine Of Prophet Mohammed

Islamic Culture At Glance %g'
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m INE
o DROPHET *

[ MuHAMMED 8

PART 2

HIJAMA (CUPPING)

Though an ancient Chi- Cupping has real bene ;

nese medical practice, treating many ailments like

it was popularised out- circulatory diseases, bloo

side China and in the pressure and infection of t

West after the advent heart muscle, diseases of th

of Islam. chest and trachea, headache
and pain in th

Prophet Muhammed the neck and

regularly encouraged matic pain in the m

his companions to : some diseases of the

practice Hijama for ~» and chestand also for p

several diseases and in the joints.

to keep healthy.

Prophet Muhammed
said, “If there is any-
thing good in the medi-
cines with which you
treat yourselves, it is in
theincision of the
.cupper..."

Islamic Culture At Glance

The Medicine Of Prophet Mohammed
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o PROPHE"T;.
MUHANMMED

BLACK CUMIN SEED

said “The Black Seed
has got cure for all dis-
eases except AlSaam”.
He was asked, What is
Al Saam'?, He said
‘Death™

Black Cumin seeds
have increasingly
amazed scientists
during research. It has
been successful in
treating many diseases
like diabetes, flatulence,
insomnia, skin condi-
tions, hypertensions,
diarrhoea, asthma, in-
flammation, pain and
fever.

Islamic Culture At Glance

The Medicine Of Prophet Mohammed

PART 3

HONEY

Allah The Merciful says:

*..there comes forth from their
(bees) bellies, a drink of varying
colour wherein is healing for men:
Verily, in this is indeed a sign for
people who think."
[Quran: The Bee: 69]

The Prophet ‘2 said, "Heali
three things: A gulp of h
ping, and branding with
(cauterizing). But I'f

lowers to use brandin

Honey has been instru
the treatment of in
eases. Clinical obse

Sy TEMmoVes:
ead tiISSUESHTOT!

growth, apart from b :
moisturizer and skin venator:

=
GLa
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Al-Bor Al-Kashteel, wind-tower, was
used in many parts of the Gulf region.
It was a tall structure with vertical
openings in all directions; with
internal walls arranged diagonally so
that any breeze is forced downwards
and up again before it can escape.
This creates a circulation of air in
rooms used in the summer. Rooms
used in winter were not provided with
wind-towers.

Wind-towers are square in plan,
showing an X configuration of interior
planes. They were built around an
armature of wooden poles, which sta-
bilize and reinforce the structure, and
whose projecting ends were usually
left to serve as scaffolding for
cleaning and maintenance.The top
half of the wind-tower was an
enclosed funnel that accelerated the
descending air into the room below.
Al-Barjeel became a symbol of archi-
tecture in the Gulf region, and
provided a satisfactory solution for
bringing air inside the rooms while «
being protected against thesharmful
Stn:

Barjeel - Traditional Wind Tower

Islamic Culture At Glance

55




Social Issues (




Family Planning

Allah the Almighty says

“Do not kill your children for fear of poverty, we
provide for them and for you. Indeed their Killing
is ever a great sin.”

[Quran: Al-Isra’:31]

Islam encourages Muslims to marry and procre-
ate. Regardless of the method - birth control is
prohibited if it is done from the fear of poverty, or
of responsibilities of parenthood, etc.

Temporary birth control is permissible only for
benefits such as spacing pregnancies, breast
feeding and so on.

Permanent contraception is allowed if the
woman's life is under risk due to pregnancy.
Infanticide or foeticide is completely prohibited in
Islam.

Abortion is only permissible in situ
continuing the pregnancy would re
mother's certain death accordin
sound medical opinion.

C_ DU |{-\Iiﬁ
(D/Iraq)
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S ) OUP[JW ii.

Allah the Exalted says:

“And among His signs is this, that He
created for you wives from amongst
yourselves that you may find comfort
in them and He has put between you
affection and mercy. Verily in this are
signs for a people who reflect”
[Quran: Ar-Rum:21]

Islam defines marriage in simple
terms; as an institution that is a
contract between a woman and a man
enabling them to seek pleasure and
pleasant companionship from one
another, raise a pious family and live
as part of a sound society.

What is most characteristic of the

Islamic position on marriage is that « __,\-_‘-;";
apart from fulfilling the above func- B

tions, it helps complete one's religion.

Islamic Culture At Glance

Marriage In Our Society
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Prophet Muham
said, ‘The bes#of
one whq.‘iﬁﬂ'
family™

The family is the foundation
of Islamic society. The peace
and security offered by a
stable family is greatly
valued and deemed essential
for the spiritual growth of its
members. A harmonious
social-order is created by the
existence of extended fami-
lies and by*valuing children.

Allah The"Mast Gracious
says:

O mankind! Be dutiftl to
your Lord, Who created you
from a single person (Adam),
and from him He created his
mate (Eve). And from them
both He created many men
and women and fear Allah
thraugh ' Whom you demand
your mutual rights. And do
not cut the relations of the
wombs. Surely, Allah is ever
a watcher over you.

[Quran: AnNisaa':1]

MUStvsa
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Why Is The Family So Importance
To Muslims?
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Rights Of The Parents - The Child’s Duties

AGHTSof [
tePARENTS [

THE CHILD'S DUTIES ey

The child's responsibility to his parents is
summed up very beautifully in the following
verses of the Quran:

Allah the Most Merciful says:
“And your Lord has decreed that you wor-

; ‘ship none but Him, and that you be dutiful

- o your parents. If one of them or both of
them attain old age in your lifetime, say not
to them even a word of disrespect nor shout
at them, but address them in terms of :
honour."

. .And lower unto them the wing of subm
~ sion and humility through mercy and
My Lord! Bestow on them Your Me

. VAnd We have enjoined: upopgiifaiRtibe

1. goadito his parents Wity

freulty did his mothe gHETRR IR e
il foriwe Veals, Show glatitude to Me and
10 VOUL palehis; e Me [s vour tinal et
[Quran: Lugman: 4]
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Rights Of Children

GHILDREN
. ll\p\essenger said, “Every child is

on his fitrah (nature, as a Muslim),
arents change him to Christian, Jlew
re worshipper...

The Quran, re

' Islam denotes the following ng_ ts for a
~ child:
:-.:-

- Right to life and equal opponfﬁﬁ:
_ - Right to protection and care

- Right to proper upbnngfr_rg,

- The right to Iegft:macy

3 - Adoption

[n an Islamlc socmty res
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The Muslim's
view
of the

FLDERLY
&

0ld Peoples: Homes are virtually unknown in the
Muslim world. The strain of caring for one's parents
during this most difficult time of their lives is con-
sidered an honour, a blessing and an obligation.

The Prophet ﬁ’% said: “He is not one of us who
does not show mercy to our young ones and
respect our old ones.”

When a Muslim dies, he is washed usually by a
family member, wrapped in a clean white cloth and
buried with a simple prayer - preferably the same
day. Muslims are highly recommended to attend
funerals as one of the final services they can offer
for their relatives and to take it as an opportunity
to remember their own brief existence here on
Earth and the Hereafter.
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Neighbourly Relations In Islam

Stated below are some oth
statements of the Prophet
highlighting a few more of
these rights:

By Allah, he does not
Good relations with one believe! By Allah he does not
neighbours are essential : believe! By Allah he does not
for the development of = = believe!l (he'is not a Muslim),
peaceful and harmonious - the one whose neighbour
] b ‘does not feel safe from his
“evil.”
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RELATIVES

Allah the Most Merciful says

“Al-Birr is the quality of ones who believe in Allah,
the Last Day, the ngels His books and His
prophets; s

.ans the poor, the
t Slaves free, who

1o \.M'L\.Ly.. cHthisiduty is consid-
| distespectifor blood ties.

"qlu_,humM_u_,lrL{g "e: rela-

W

tives of whatever degreenitiey areabou H‘together
by kinsh s
one d
2,
- o LS a
k] -
-
t o

ff)ua ALY,
][H‘"@L-;‘;;T‘a!],
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Manners & Etiquettes

sa)3anbig
R sisuuep
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INTERACTION

The parameters of proper modesty for males
and females (dress and behaviour) are based
on Revelation (the Qur'an and prophetic
sayings) and, as such, are regarded by believ-
ing men and women as divinely-based guide-
lines with legitimate aims and divine wisdom
behind them. They are not male or female--
imposed, or socially imposed restrictions.

It is interesting to know that
even the Bible encourages
women to cover their head:

“If a woman does not cover her
head, she should have her hair
cut off; and if it is a disgrace for
a woman to have her hair cut or
shaved off, she should cover her
head."

[1 Corinthians 11:6]
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INTERAC TING

78

WITH

Islamic Culture At Glance

Allah the Exalted says:

“Friends on that Day (the Day of
Judgement) will be foes to one anoth-
er except the Muttaqun (those Mus-
lims who fear Allah and abstain from
all kinds of sins and evils prohibited
in Islam and perform all kinds of
good deeds ordained by Him)"
[Quran: Al-Zukhruf: 67]

"Doflodhateione dnotier, do
L.:U:J._'b \..Lr \0iR L= J“J_J_".k:if \..,LJJ_‘

Core anothergbyitt
wMﬁ.Eauwmf GHIES

&
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Manners Of Interacting With Others
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A
s

INI@UIETTIES
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Allah's Messenger }{E outlined cer-
tain guidelines dealing with the host
and the guest:

“The Muslim has five rights upon an-
other: answering the salaam, visiting
the sick, following the funeral proces-
sion, accepting an invitation and
saying Yarhamuka Allah (may Allah
have mercy upon you) to the one
who says Al hamdu lillah (All Praise
be to Allah) after sneezing.”

One should not go beyond reason-
able means or burden himself in
order to entferfain his guests. It is for-
bidden to be a spendthrift or a miser.

When the meal is over, the guest
should supplicate for the host One
of the supplications taught by the
Prophet 7 is:

“0 Allah! Feed him who fed me and
provide him with drink who provided
me with drink."
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Manmners o0
(FREETIN

Prophet Muham med% described
many etiquettes of meeting
people, some of which are listed
below:

Shake hands with one another
(men with men, women with
women); any hatred that exists
among you will go away; give
gifts to one another, you will end
up loving one another and any
enmity that exists among you will
go away.

It is forbidden for a man to shake
the hand of a woman and vice
versa. It is forbidden to stand and
greet or honour one who is
seated - because it was the ty-
rants who would make their sub-
jects stand before them in this
manner.

When one greets another, it is
forbidden to bow to him or pros-
trate to him. These are acts that
signify a great deal of glorifica-
tion and worship for its object
and these acts are only for the
Creator, Allah.

Islamic Culture At Glance

Manners Of Greeting
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With regards to speech, Proph-
et Muhammed

“Whoever guarantees for me
(to protect) what is between
his jawbones and what is be-
tween his legs (i.e. he controls
and uses his tongue and his
private parts only for what is
lawful), then | guarantee him
Paradise.”

“The signs of a hypocrite are
three: when he speaks, he lies;
when he promises, he breaks
his promise; when he is trust-
ed, he betrays his trust”

‘The believer is not a slanderer
nor does he curse nor use
lewd and base language.”

“Whoever swears by other
than Allah has disbelieved and
associated partners with Allah
in worship.”
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Manners Of Speech
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MANNERS

OF SEEKING PERMISSION TO

ENTER

ah the Exalted says:

V] lieve! Enter not
than your own
ave asked permis-

L

permission. Th

PCUITISSTOUR 1 Prophet of
Allah 22 said “Were a

man to ook at you in your
home or private property
without permission and were
you then to pelt him with
pebbles and knock out his
eye - there would be no sin
upon you."

e ADUBATRLY
S

Y )
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The Messenger of Allah % said that whoever visits an
ailing Muslim then Angels pray over him.

The visitor should not stay too long with the sick person as
‘it might be burdensome for the patient who needs rest,
~unless the patient desires otherwise,

and sickness and to say comforting words to him.

It is recommended for the visitor to supplicate for him with
one of the supplications taught by the Prophet}iﬂ;kj such as
‘Have patience (since sickness wipes out sins), may it be

ification if Allah wills."

88 Islamic Culture At Glance

ERS of visit ing@%)gé

om the proper etiquettes is to ask the patient of his situa-
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Etiquettes Of Meeting Of Others (

nmended :']_'r;b',j'|'g|'|_i%t-.'|'!:9 Leryreetings: [= | - 2 ;
CHUTRCIGreCtiNgSIA e GRS MUS : —
1 dIESIXEI YO USTTCCIEEVIUSHTIRUTET

Holnnistt MLl pE e s il ITEVELHEIRORLTE (WO IS (hetone WHO! = =
HE RV HITTICU S W02 Ul
MG ke s O aaige” R e oeooeooeoeeeoe oo oo e oo
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YIVegIctulIgSolEpedees
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, _——=+he kept quiet and did not eat it

e
o=

i, /;f . e -
g /\/\—/\

T e

A Muslim says Bismillah (in the name
of Allah) before eating or drinking
and praises Allah by saying Al hamdu
lillah (All Praise be to Allah) after the
meal.

“When one of you eats then let him
eat with his right hand and if he
drinks, then let him drink with his
right hand for the Shaytan (devil) eats
with his left hand and drinks with his
left hand.”

The Prophet f“f’i{ once advised a
child who was eating in a group from
one plate to eat from what was near-
est to him in the dish and not to let
his hands wander around.

One should not find fault in food nor
scorn it When the Prophet Mu-
hammed £ did not like something

Manners Of Eating And Drinking

——
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Manners Of Adornment And Attire

It is compulsory to cover at
least one's private areas
(auraa) of the body. A mans
auraa is from his navel to his
knees. A woman'’s auraa is
her entire body except for her
hands and face.

It is forbidden for men to
imitate women and for

women to imitate men in
clothing, speech, manner of
walking, etc...

If one is blessed with wealth,
the effects of that blessing

should be seen in his clothes
without going to the extremes
of extravagance. One should

dress in his best clothes while
offering his prayers.

It is compulsory for men to
grow their beards and trim
their moustaches so as to dis-
tinguish them from women

and effeminate men.
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‘e Prophet = =onee said 'Were peaple to
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Manners Of Travelling
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The Ka’bah
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What Is The Ka’bah o

al gh place ofirespectandiprestige: B I .

The Ka'bahis a one-room stone strictiresn: B W, T
Makkah in Saudi Arabia: Itishinithe middle'ofithe! (

Sacred Mosgue (Masjidial Haram)Aisihe direc: ’ H FI[! """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
tion that Muslims face dunngtheirfiverdaily A
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sacred nouse ofiAallalneimatterawherestn eyaares

e Rabahisitheirsthousesia BWasihuilisol '5, 9 s 2
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kkah), full of blessinglandgmdance ]
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When [smail was born to Hajrah,
Allah commanded Ibrahim <&kl to
take Hajrah and his son to valley of
Makkah. After leaving Hajrah and
his son there he used to visit them
regularly. On one of his visits, lbra-
him X&) came to Ismail and said
“Allah has commanded me to build
a house here” - pointing to a small
rise in the land that was higher
than the land around it

[

Then they laid the foundations of
the House and Ismail started to
bring the stones and Ibrahim start-
ed to build. When the structure got
higher, Ismail brought the stone
which is ‘the station of |brahim’__
today and put it down. lbrahim Mkl
stood on it and carried on the build-
ing work with Ismail handing the
stones to him. They were both

' saying while going around the

'; house:

“Our Lord! Accept this service from
us. Verily, You are the All-Hearer the
All-Knower."

[Quran: Al Bagarah:127]
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Construction By Ibrahim
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Dimension Of The Ka’bah

P The current height of the

P Ka'bah is 12 meters, 15cm
’\“t'*‘ and its total size is 58.25
b square meters.

! The inside of the Ka'bah is 13
\ X 9 meters.

The Ka'bah's walls are one
7 meter wide. The floor inside is
2.2 meters higher than the
< outside - where people per-
2 18 form Tawaaf
- (circumambulation).

5 The ceiling and roof are two
levels made out of wood.
They were reconstructed with
teak which is capped with
stainless steel. The walls are
all made of stone. The stones
inside are unpolished, while
the ones outside are polished.

Measurements:
From the black stone to the
= northern corner = 11.68m

From the northern corner to
the western corner = 9.90m
: From the western corner to
f the Yemeni corner = 12.04m
: From the Yemeni corner to
the black stone = 10.18m
Height of the Ka'bah =
13.018m
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The Prophet of Allah 2 said:

"The Black Stone came down
from Paradise.”

The Black Stone was first
placed in the Ka'bah by Ibra-
him %2 and remains a part
of the Ka'bah. Muslims, follow-
ing the tradition of Prophet Mu-
hammed £, touch it or kiss it

It is narrated that ‘Umar came
to the Black Stone and kissed
it, then he said: “ know that
you are only a stone which can
neither bring benefit nor cause
harm. Were it not that | saw the
Prophet &l‘é kiss you, | would
not have kissed you."
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Hajr -E- Aswad
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Prophet Muhammed £ told
us: “The stone is the Station of
Ibrahim. Allah had made it soft
and a mercy. Ibrahim would
stand on it and Ismail would
hand the stones up to him"

TR

During Hajj, Muslims offer prayer
at this station in obedience to
the order of Allah in the Quran:
“And take you (people) the
Magam (station) of Ibrahim as a
place of prayer”

[Quran: Al Bagarah: 125]

[ BRAE m

/I/
J;_i_/

_." ——’J‘-“' I _a'r'.-__r_"‘b‘
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Maqgam-E-lbrahim
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The Origin Of The Zamzam Well
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The Origin Of The Zamzam Well
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The Origin Of The Zamzam Well

la]aTiTdUESaRD S NOTIE
SPIINGRANULCO]IEGied SOmeWater:
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IONOSSHOTEInSRSHe site of

Allah s House Which the Doy and
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[he areataroundfnessmallfpond
- Jf.{:,um,ﬁn Aourished i the

years to come. Passing by trade
gppzdatiphods o0 .
[ Eyes and some
stayed there. Hajar was now the
owner of the well, and'thus Allah
Jl_ st ul:f..(s’luul.l not l,g_
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The well of Zamzam is 4 meters wide
with an inside covering of 84 cms of
stone on the sides. There are two
‘openings plus a 17 meter deep basin
~carved out of the mountain stone. The
structure has changes very little over
the years, except that there are about 21
outpourings, from the building stones.

The Zamzam water is
carried back by the
millions of pilgrims to
almost every part of the
world, throughout the year.
It has various health
benefits, and many cases
of miraculous recoveries
are reported every year.
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Measurements Of The Well Of Zamzam
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THE

RE-DISCOVERY
OF THE

/AMZAM WELL

Generations later, the well

was lost underground. Few

years prior to Prophet

Muhammed's i€ birth, his
grandfather Abdul Mutalib

who lived in Makkah was

shown in a dream, the loca- -—
tion of Zamzam to be dug.

Thus the Zamzam was re-dis-
covered and Abul Mutalib ™
became the owner and pro-
vider of the water to those
who came to Ka'bah in
Makkah for the traditional _*
pilgrimage, evenibefore Islam
(the religion of Ibrahim) was
revived by Prophet Mu-
hammed z'ég\

Thus Allah the Almlghiy
_ raised the status of the ‘H@p
% herd Abdul Mutalib in his s6-
ciety, making him one of the
most sought after and re-
4 spected men amongst all the
tribes in Makkah.

i

==
]
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The etiquettes of eating and
drinking which was outlined by
Prophet Muhammed :£% can be
well applied while drinking the
blessed water of Zamzam.

ras the Sunnah of Prophet
luhammed % to drink water

separate breaths. y
wblowing in the cupJ

wh:le drlnktlng 1S{disliked S5

< One should say “Bismillah” (In » =
the Name of Allah), before La—

drinking.

- One can make supplications
for himself and his fellowmen
before drinking the blessed
Zamzam.

- Prophet Muhammed “‘},ég said
“‘Shaytan (Satan) eats and
drinks with his left hand’, hence
one should not drink Zamzam
with his left hand.

- It is also forbidden to eat or
drink while leaning or lying
down on the back.
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Benefits Of Zamzam

BENEFITS OF

IN.

The Prophet

best water on the face of

the earth is the water of )

Zamzam; it is a kind of food drinking only the water of

and a healing from sick- Zamzam for a whole

ness.” month. Ironically it also
made him so fat that his

It was reported that the stomach bulged with rip-

Prophet = drank it, did ples. Prophet Muhammed *

ablution with it and poured thus remarked: "Verily

it on his head. He used to Zamzam is food."

carry Zamzam water in

small vessels and large con-

tainers in order to pour it on

the sick and give it to them

to drink.
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Benefits Of Zamzam
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Women Status In Islam (
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Protection Of Women

Islam protects w
Allah says:

“And those who ac
witnesses, flog th
mony forever; they
‘obedient to Allah)=
[Qur'an: Al Noor: -
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KINDNESS
toOWOMEN

Islam propagates high esteem and re-
spect to be delivered to women, start-
ing from the mother, who is the first
woman that one comes in contact
with.

A man came to Prophet Muhammed :
and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Who
among the people is the most worthy
of my good behaviour?”® The Prophet
said: “Your mother.” The i

“Then your mother.”

asked, “Then who?" The Prophet'
said: “Then your mother." The man
asked again, ‘Then who?" The Proph
said: “Then your father.”

The mutuality and complementarilies
of husband and wife does not mean
subservience by either one to the
other. The Prophet Muhammed
instructed Muslims regarding wo

‘I commend you to be good t@

132% Islamic Culture At Glance

Kindness To Women

The Quran urges husbands to be
kind and considerate to their
wives. Allah says in the Qur'anic
chapter called The Women:

“And live with them (women) in
kindness; for if you dislike them,
perhaps you dislike a thing and
Allah makes therein much good.”
[Qur'an: Al Nisaa':19]
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Who Is Superior, Man Or Women?

or nationality:
Allah says:

female and' me

you with Allahiisth
one of the Muttaqu

ing, All-Aware. N
[Quran: Al Hujurat: 13]
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WOMAN
I AMF_QNORTHY?
% %

The Our’al‘l does not blame woman for the “fall of
man,” nor does it view pregnancy and childbirth as
punishments for “eating from the forbidden tree."
On the contrary, the Quran depicts Adam and Eve
as equally responable for their sin in the Garden,
never singling out Eve for blame. Both repented,
and both were forgiven

[see the Quran 2:36-37 and 7:19-27].

In fact, in one verse Adam specifically was blamed
by Allah: “Then they both ate of the tree, and so
their private parts appeared to them, and they
began to stick on themselves the leaves from Para-
dise for their covering. Thus: drd Adam.disobey his
Lord, so he went astray.” . =
[Quran: Ta Ha:121]
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Birth Of A Girl

IRTH
BOFA’GIRL

The Qur'an rebukes the frigid attitude of some parents
upon hearing the news of the birth of a girl instead of a
boy.

Allah says:

“And when one of them is informed of (the birth of) a
female, his face becomes dark, and he suppresses grief.
He hides himself from the people because of the ill of
which he has been informed. Should he keep it in humil-
iation or bury it in the ground? Certainly, evil is what
they decide."

[Quran: Al Nahl: 58-59]

With the advent of Islam the cruel pagan practice of
female infanticide, was demolished by Prophet
Muhammed %2

Allah says: : <

“And when (on the Day of judgement) the girl (who was)
buried alive is asked, forwhat sin she was killed?”
[Quran: Al Takweer: 8=9] = "

e S

138 Islamic Culture At Glance Islamic Culture At Glance 439



AllditeEEVeTlasting s
LAnd liveswith inuuu.
lQurtan=dlENiSa=LY]

vl L|J1¢J.'L'I."I.'I.>_\_ =
‘b J'\.ua\., L 15

‘Li'l\:i.'”'. dS yaw' WIVES u.mi.y ur 'Lut‘. ;-.lt;l:l"'

WItHRLISIPSIIISSION: IEtHEY-dbIdeEby. v_ﬂ
LN LOAHENIVEIONGS LHESTIGREL0-De Tk
GIOLEURMBRITUTIESSE IL" dEYOUL w.m. i)
DERITTUtORECIT Lu't.u._; dLCVOU T Pl
COMMIEUNTEIPErs:

IreswiieliidSe i ancia g iSroveRiiciiiusbar
Ul Wwitie e incdelitelus ey el s
I MTTELYERLITE dx‘mm/ ..{.-\?.L’L\..[L‘g dITUSd
ORSSIENISORASIUE J LOR I
ol S e gnEio

DEWECTIRCOEWIVES,  DEITY LICd ICURITIARG | =
iannendidimot being hamedgoyiehusband. ~

ol (e wal 2 ema el e
UiISSOIVERtHENTTIATTidge contideawWilin vu-"\-'-

Ml Eitita

140 Islamic Culture At Glance

Rights Of A Wife

Islamic Culture At Glance 441




Rights Of A Husband

Allah the Sublime has made the man a protec-
tor and maintainer of the Woman by laKing

“Men are ecto 1d ma T '._ i e — RO

women b nade [ them =

excel the (in T Dil i '. = e - -

they Spendsio pOrt th O, |

[@l’an J-l_\]\-‘i 34 = i
==

The mainfobligation of
relationSHIPASELOICOT i.btiﬂ.»., Nappiness of;
the marriagetoimdintain the home and to

raise theieinldieiniosbe the next generation of 7=
pious MUSIIfSE F 48— |
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_PROPERTY

i:' '_ Islam M{)O years: ago, decreed a right of

i which women were deprived both-before
Istam (and after it-in-non-Islamic societies,
as late as this century), the right of indepen-
dent ownership:

"'The Islamic Law recognizes the full property
rights of women before and after marriage.
They may buy, sell, or lease any or all of
their properties at will. Eor this reason,

Muslim women m ep their maiden

names after matti indication of their

independent prop ights as legal entities.

e “naumrﬁxﬂmﬂﬂw '
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Manners a Etiquettes
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